
THE MARKETS OF PYONGYANG



A Reluctant History -

� DPRK allows 
markets 1984 – then 
closes them in 1987

� Economic measures 
of July 2002 permit 
markets

� May 2003 directive 
on their management



Central District Market, Pyongyang





An ideological threat

� Retreat from state's 
responsibility to feed 
its citizens directly.

� Growth of class of 
traders independent 
of the regime

� Gossip, gossip...



..and an act of mass disobedience

� “Frog” markets 
never 
legalised, but 
police unable 
(unwilling?) to 
stop them until 
2009.

� Passive 
disobedience 
in face of 
police.  





What next?
� Regime backs down 

from November 2009 
measures, concedes 
May 2010 that 
markets have to 
return.  

� Significant political 
and ideological 
failure.  

� Hates markets but 
cannot live without 
them.  


